The Rotary Club of Gastonia

Service Above Self
2nd Decade, 1930-1939
Rudolph M. Schiele Progranme
“Bud” 1. STACY BOYCE, President

JAS. W. ATKINS, Program Chairman

Song—"‘America”
Invocation—James H. Henderlite

Barbecued Chicken Dinner

Vocal Solo—James E. Mallady
5 Accompanist, Mrs. Hugh A. Query

“The Gastonia Club as Seen by Former Members”
Albert G. Myers

Singing led by Dameron H. Williams

“What Rotary Has Meant to Its Members and the
Community” —P. Woods Garland ¢
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There are not many records or minutes pertaining to our Club in the difficult Depres-
sion years of the 1930’s. Rotary Park at the foot of Crowder’s Mountain was given to the
local Girl Scout Council in 1937. Rotarian Bud Schiele was instrumental in enlarging
the scope and reach of the Boy Scout program and creating a camp in Tryon, NC, so
the Boy Scouts no longer needed the camp. The Girl Scouts continued using Camp Ro-
tary until 2017 when it was sold and Crowder’s Ridge Camp was established. A 20th
Anniversary Ladies’ Night was held to close out the decade in 1939 (program listing
above).

1930’s FAST FACTS!

¢

Notable Presidents: Gastonia City Manager Harry Rutter, William Mor-
ris, W. Hugh Wray, George Tennant

Membership 1936: 57

Meeting place: Armington Hotel

Charitable Donations: Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Salvation Army, Nutri-
tional Camp, and Christmas gifts for Orthopedic Hospital patients.
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The Rotary Club of Gastonia
Service Above Self

3rd Decade, 1940-1949

The World War was on everyone’s mind during the early 1940’s, and 9 Club members served in the mili-
tary during the war. (see complete list below). Back home, Club members participated in scrap, paper,
rubber, and metal drives, led bond drives and ration boards, and adjusted to a wartime economy, with
some of their businesses and production seriously affected. After the War, club membership increased
and detailed biographies of each member were included in the weekly Rotary Spinner, produced by Gas-
tonia Gazette publisher James Atkins. Our Club was represented at the charter ceremony and dinner for
the Cherryville Rotary Club in May 1947. In 1948, Bud Schiele was presented with a new Buick car in
commemoration of his 25 years with the Boy Scout Council.

Club Members Serving in World War |l 1940s FAST FACTS!

Robert S. Barkley

Erskine E. Boyce ¢ May 9, 1941: George A Jenkins, Jr.
Charles K. Bryant Jr. first Club member to join the Army
Daniel G. Buckner during WWII

Charles A. Glenn + Silver Anniversary celebrated 1944.
William J. Hatcher + Meeting place: Armington Hotel
gsg;?te g ;?3:;28 j; ¢ Cherryville Rotary chartered 1947,
Frederick L. Smyre Jr. sponsored by Shelby club.

William A. Trakas

Albert VanSleen Rotary
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Service Above Self
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